
So you  want  a  f rench bu l ldog ?  
Own in g a  dog c an be  a  f u l f i l l i n g  an d reward in g  exp er ien c e.  H o wev er  a  dog i s  a  l on g - te rm      

r es pons ib i l i ty .  B ef ore  y ou  ev en  c ons ider  bu y in g  on e,  y ou n eed to  be  abs o lu te l y  c er ta in  y ou  are  

c ommi t t ed  to  th e  c ar in g  f or  th e  dog f o r  i t s  en t i r e  l i f e .  

 Hav e y ou c on s idered i f  a  dog wi l l  su i t  y ou r  l i f es t y le  an d c ommi t tmen ts  ?  

 Do y ou  h av e t ime f or  f eed in g ,  gen era l  c are ,  exerc is e ,  obe d ienc e an d teac h in g  th e  k ids  h ow 

to  beh av e c or rec t l y  a roun d a  dog?  

 Can y ou  af f ord  th e  my r iad  of  expen s es  dog o wn ersh ip  b r in gs?  

 Do y ou  h av e a  l a rge  y ard  wi th  s ecu re  f en c es  an d ga tes?  

 W il l  t h e  dog be  ac c epted  an d t r ea ted  as  a  me mber  o f  t h e  f ami ly  f o r  th e  res t  of  i t s  l i f e?  

I f  y ou  are  ab le  t o  an s wer  y es  to  a l l  th e  abov e,  y ou  are  r eady  to  ch oos e a  breed.  

W ith ou t  a  dou bt  a  f r ench  bu l l dog,  o r  f r enc h ie  as  th ey  are  of t en  kn own ,  wi l l  mak e a  won derfu l  

c ompan ion .  H e is  an  en dear in g  l i t t l e  c h arac ter  wi th  a  pers on a l i t y  a l l  of  h is  own .  A  won derfu l  

ch arac ter is t i c  of  th e  breed i s  t h a t  each  f r enc h ie  h as  i ts  own  un iqu e pers on a l i t y ,  wh ich  mak es i t  

ex t r emely  d i f f icu l t  t o  s e t t l e  on  ju s t  on e.  F rench ies  are  desc r ibed as  th e  c lown  of  t h e  dog wor ld  

an d c an  be  a  l i t t l e  mis ch iev ous  a t  t imes .  Th ey  are  in te l l i gen t .  H o wev er  th e i r  ab i l i ty  t o  l earn  is  

mas k ed s ome wh at  by  th e i r  s tu bbornn es s ,  y e t  f r en ch ies  are  ab le  t o  qu ick l y  l earn  th e  th in gs  th a t  

a re  impor tan t  t o  th em.  

Th e f r en ch ie  is  a  l oy a l  f r i en d  wh o requ i r es  p len ty  of  c ompan ionsh ip  an d s o  is  n o t  su i t ed  to     

ou tdoor  l i f e .  Th e i r  s mal l  s i ze  an d s h or t  h a i r  mak es  th em exc e l l en t  h ou s edogs .  F renc h ies  en joy  a  

l i t t l e  exerc is e ,  may  i t  be  a  wa lk  o r  a  game wi th  th e i r  f av ou r i t e  t oy ,  bu t  a ls o  l ov e  s ome qu ie t  t ime 

cur led  u p  on  y our  l ap .  Du e to  th e i r  sh or t  n os es  f r en c h ies  sh ou ld  n o t  be  su b jec ted  to  ex tens iv e  

exerc is e  any  t ime o f  t h e  y ear  an d in  th e  su mmer  mon ths  c are  sh ou ld  be  tak en  to  av o id  t h e  h eat .  

F ren ch ies  en joy  a  d ip  in  t h e  k idd ies  wad in g  poo l  t o  c oo l  of f ,  bu t  th ey  sh ou ld  a lway s be           

su perv is ed aroun d water .  Du e to  t h e ir  f r on t  h eav in es s th ey  are  sus c ept ib le  t o  dro wn in g .  

I f  y ou  are  l ook in g  f o r  a  gu ard  dog,  t h en  a  f r ench ie  may n o t  be  su i t ab le .  P eop le  may  be  de ter red  

by  th e i r  appearan c e,  bu t  as  t h ey  are  n o t  th e  y appy  ty pe ,  a  f r enc h ie  is  u n l i k e ly  t o  bark  a t  an     

in t r u der .  

I t  is  mos t  impor tan t  t o  ga th er  as  much  fu r th er  in f o rmat ion  as  y ou  c an  an d learn  more  o f  t h e  

ch arac ter is t i cs  an d temp eramen t of  th e  f r enc h ie .  You  c an look  in  books  or  on  th e  in tern e t  o r  go  

to  dog sh ows  wh ere  y ou  c an  ta l k  t o  o wn ers  an d s ee dogs  of  a l l  ages .  L ik e  mos t  b reeds ,  

f r enc h ies  h av e s ome h ered i t a r y  c on d i t i on s .  En su re  y ou f in d  ou t  abou t  t h es e an d an y o th er      

po ten t i a l  h ea l t h  prob le ms  to  be  watc h ed f or .  

 



On c e y ou  f ee l  c on f i den t  t h a t  a  f r en ch ie  wi l l  su i t  y our  l i f es t y le  an d c o mmi t men ts  an d y ou  are  ab le  

t o  p rov ide  th e  n ec ess ary  c are  an d a t t en t i on ,  i t ’ s  t ime  to  f in d  a  b reeder .  B ef ore  approac h in g  a  

b reeder ,  y ou  sh ou ld  dec ide  wh eth er  y ou wou ld  l i k e  a  pe t  o r  a  sh ow do g,  a  dog or  a  b i t ch .  

You  are  mak in g  a  l on g - te rm c o mmi t men t ,  s o  don ' t  s e t t l e  on  th e  f i rs t  b reeder  y ou me et ,  mak e 

sure  y ou  h av e ch os en a  r es pon s ib le  b reeder .  I t  is  impor tan t  t o  t a l k  t o  as  many  breeders  as  pos -

s ib le  an d to  ask  as  many  qu es t i on s  as  y ou c an  th ink  of .  I f  pos s ib le ,  v is i t  th e  h o me o f  th e  

breeder  an d obs erv e  th e  c lean l in ess  of  th e  premis es  p lus  th e  gen era l  h ea l th  of  bo th  dogs  an d 

pu pp ies .  Th e breeder  sh ou ld  exh ib i t  a  wi l l in gn ess  to  ans wer  qu est i ons ,  sh ow ph otos ,  ped ig rees  

an d o th er  r e lev an t  docu men ts .  Qu est ion  th e  breeder  on  th e  h ea l th  ch eck s th a t  th ey  c on duc t .  A  

res pons ib le  b reeder  sh ou ld  be  wi l l in g  t o  p rov ide  on -go in g  su ppor t  an d adv i c e  du r in g  th e  l i f e of  

th e  pu ppy  an d th eref ore  i t  is  impor tan t  th a t  y ou  ch os e a  breeder  wi t h  wh om y ou  f ee l  pers on a l l y  

c omf or tab le ,  s omeon e y ou  c an c ommun ic a te  wi th .  

Res pon s ib le  b reeders  wi l l  ask  y ou  qu es t i ons  to  ev a lu a te  y ou r  su i t ab i l i ty  as  a  po ten t i a l  own er .  

Don ' t  be  d is c ou raged,  th i s  i s  a  s ign  of  a  r es pon s ib le  b reeder .  R eme mb er ,  y ou  are  th e  po ten t i a l  

own er  of  th e i r  baby  an d th e  breeder  h as  pu t  c ons iderab le  t ime,  ef f o r t  an d lov e  in to  r a is in g  th is  

pu ppy .  Th ey  n eed to  be  c er ta in  y ou  are  go in g  to  g i v e  t h e  pu ppy  a l l  th e  l ov e  an d c are  i t  n eeds .  

On e emin en t  pers on  wro te  “ I t  i s  n o t  eas y  to  b reed go od dogs  bu t  i t  i s  ev en  more  d i f f i cu l t  t o  

p lac e  th em in  th e  r i gh t  h an ds . ”  M any  breeders  h av e a  wr i t t en  agree men t  s t i pu la t in g  bo th  th e  

breeder ’ s  an d th e  own er ’ s  r es pon s ib i l i t i es .  

Be in g  a  r e la t iv e l y  r a re  b reed,  y ou  may  n eed to  wa i t  u n t i l  th e  ch os en  breeder  p roduc es  a  l i t t e r .  

Be  prepared to  wa i t ,  y ou  h av e pu t  s o  much  t ime an d ef f o r t  in to  y our  dec is ion ,  wh y s tu mble  a t  th e  

l as t  hu rd le?  P u pp ies  may  be  ready to  t ak e  to  th e i r  n ew h ome a t  8 -1 2  we eks  h av in g  been  regu -

la r l y  wormed an d h ad th e ir  f i r s t  v acc in a t i on  a t  6 -7  weeks .  V ac c in a t i on  rec ords ,  a  r eg is t r a t i on  

c er t i f i c a te ,  mic roch ip  docu men ta t i on ,  a  c opy  of  th e  p ed igree  an d a  pu ppy c are  an d d ie t  s h eet  

sh ou ld  be  av a i l ab le  t o  y ou wh en  or  bef ore  y ou c o l l ec t  y ou r  pu ppy .  

Sh ou ld  y ou ev er  h av e any  qu es t i on s  regard in g  th e  h ea l th  o r  j us t  t h e  gen era l  we l l - be in g  of  y our  

f r enc h ie  a t  any  s tage of  l i f e,  y ou  sh ou ld  c ontac t  y ou r  ch os en breeder .  You  won ' t  be  bo th er in g  

th e  breeder .  Th e breed er  sh ou ld  c are  abou t  t h e  we l f a re  of  t h e  pu ppy  th rou gh ou t  i ts  en t i r e  l i f e .  

As  f r enc h ies  are  a  r e la t i v e ly  r a re  b reed,  y ou r  b reede r  may  be  th e  mos t  kn o wledge ab le  an d ex-

per ienc ed pers on  to  c ontac t  in  th e  ev en t  of  a  prob le m,  s omet imes  more  s o  th an  y our  l oc a l  v e t ,  

wh o pos s ib l y  may  h av e n ev er  s een  a  f r ench ie  be f ore .  I f  y ou  are  u n ab le  t o  c ontac t  y ou r  b reeder  

f o r  wh atev er  r eas on ,  do  c ontac t  any  me mber  o f  th e  c ommi t t ee  of  T he Fr e nc h Bulld og C lub  wh o 

sh ou ld  be  h appy to  p rov ide  y ou wi th  h e lp .  

Sh er idan  L edger ,  J onh ah  Frenc h B u l l dogs  


